Coup in Honduras 

"I spent 33 years and four months in active military service and during that period I spent most of my time as a high class muscle man for Big Business, for Wall Street and the bankers. In short, I was a racketeer, a gangster for capitalism. I helped make Mexico and especially Tampico safe for American oil interests in 1914. I helped make Haiti and Cuba a decent place for the National City Bank boys to collect revenues in. I helped in the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the benefit of Wall Street. I helped purify Nicaragua for the International Banking House of Brown Brothers in 1902-1912. I brought light to the Dominican Republic for the American sugar interests in 1916. I helped make Honduras right for the American fruit companies in 1903.” US Marine General Smedley Butler, 1933
The president of Honduras, Manuel Zelaya, was overthrown by a military coup apparently led by Honduras’s top general, General Romeo Vasquez. The immediate events leading up to the coup were Zelaya’s attempt to hold a non-binding poll on whether the Honduran constitution should be changed to allow him to run for office again. According to the constitution, the military is supposed to distribute the ballots, but Vasquez refused to allow them to do so. As commander-in-chief of the military, Zelaya fired Vasquez, and this firing was then declared illegal by the courts and the congress.
Honduras has a long history of military rule. In the 1980s, it was used as a base of operations for the Contras – the counter-revolutionary force that sought to overthrow the revolutionary government of neighboring Nicaragua. The Contras, in turn, were organized and funded by US capitalism. During this period, extremely close ties were built between the US military and CIA and the Honduran military tops. Vasquez is a graduate of the infamous “School of the Americas” – a US training facility for Latin American military officers, many of whom have played a role similar to Vasquez in their respective countries.
In the 1990s, Honduras returned to civilian rule, and two capitalist parties – the Liberal Party and the National Party shared rule. There was scarcely any difference between these two capitalist parties. In 2005, Zelaya was elected as president. A major landholder and capitalist in Honduras, Zelaya was hardly any different from previous presidents. However, it was the times that were different.
On the one hand, there was the rising tide of opposition to the raping and looting of Latin America under the name of the “free” market.. There were near-insurrectionary movements such as those of the indigenous people of Bolivia, and the strikes and plant takeovers from Venezuela to Argentina. From Venezuela to Bolivia to Guatemala, this opposition brought into power left-leaning presidents
On top of this has been the waning of power of US capitalism globally. This has been felt in Latin America and Chinese, Iranian, and Russian capitalism has started to invest there and to have a role. As a result, some of these left-leaning regimes have tended to take a degree of independence from US capitalism, while others have gone into open opposition. One of the more visible examples of this trend is the founding of ALBA (“Bolivarian Alternative for Peoples of our Americas”) – a political and trade bloc of Central and South American countries set up by Hugo Chavez as an alternative to and rival of the US dominated Organization of American States (OAS). 
Honduran President Zelaya had joined ALBA, had visited Cuba and was moving to the left in general due to these pressures. Another great “crime” of his was to raise the Honduran minimum wage by 60%!

There have been repeated rumors that the US was involved in this coup. It is not clear whether Obama and the State Department were involved. They deny it and, in fact, mildly discouraged it – at least in public. However, while Obama and the top people in his administration may not have been involved in the coup, there are other wings of the US state. Foremost amongst these is the US military hierarchy, which has extremely close ties with their counterparts in Honduras. It is impossible that the Honduran military tops would have staged this coup if their US counterparts had directly opposed it.
As of this writing, it is not certain that the coup will hold, as reportedly tens of thousands of Hondurans are out in the streets and a general strike has been called. At the same time, Chavez has denounced the coup and has even implied that the Venezuelan military might intervene. Such an intervention would not be in the interests of the working class of Honduras nor even that of Venezuela. Even more so than in the US, the Venezuela military tops are not under the complete control of Chavez, and they are most certainly not under the control of the Venezuelan working class in any way whatsoever (nor can they ever be). A Venezuelan military intervention would increase their power within Venezuela. In Honduras, it would ultimately increase the influence of the Honduran military. It would also be used to increase the influence of the Venezuelan capitalist class in Honduras.
The Honduran working class is showing the way by its general strike. A workers’ boycott throughout the region should follow, linking up with the Honduran working class. Connected with this, the working class throughout the region should send mass contingents to Honduras to show immediate, direct support for their class brothers and sisters. It is also certain that the Central American capitalist class is supporting this coup. Therefore, the question of the Honduran coup should be linked up with the class struggle at home – the struggle for full union rights, better wages, and for the overthrow of capitalist and the establishment of an alliance of democratic socialist states of Central and Latin America and of the Americas as a whole.

